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Foreword
Automaton theory, in its di"erent aspects, has turned out to be fruitful in many %elds.
Some of its major results have been successfully used in various domains and have
been involved in their development. Let us cite for example compilers design, digital
documents editing, natural language processing, communication protocols validation,
data compression and concurrency modelling.
As a side e"ect, the algorithmic study of automata and their implementation inside
full size applications have led to the design of numerous symbolic computation pack-
ages such as FLAP, FADELA, AMORE, FireLite, Automate, AGL, Turing’s World,
FinITE, INR, and Grail.
The purpose of WIA workshops is to bring together members of the academic,
research, and industrial communities who have an interest in implementing automata,
to demonstrate their work and to explain the problems they have been solving.
The papers contained in this volume have been selected from communications pre-
sented at the third WIA workshop, which was held in the University of Rouen, 17–19
September, 1998.
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